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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Small Business Energy Alliance Offers

Relief for Soaring Summer Electric Bills

SONOMA CALIF., May 23, 2003: Thanks to state-sponsored funding, it’s easier than ever before for businesses in Sonoma, Lake and Napa Counties to save money by becoming energy efficient.  

The Sonoma-based Small Business Energy Alliance (SBEA), under the auspices of the California Public Utilities Commission, will pay up to 75% of the cost for businesses to install energy efficient lighting.    The 75% incentive represents a 25% increase in program funding.  Businesses that have taken advantage of the lighting program have seen their electric bills drop as much as 60% as a result.    

The SBEA has also secured funding to pay for 100% of the cost for a refrigeration tune-up.  Customers must take advantage of the lighting retrofit program in order to be eligible for the free refrigeration tune-up.  Prior to the change in funding levels, the SBEA paid up to 50% of the cost for refrigeration tune-ups. 

The SBEA also continues to fund up to 50% of the installation cost of a programmable or “smart” thermostat, a device which can help businesses save as much as 25% on their heating and cooling costs. The program also continues to fund up to half of the cost of HVAC tune-ups. 

“With summer just around the corner, businesses will have to cope with rising temperatures and escalating electric bills,” said Matt Brost, SBEA’s program manager.  “By taking advantage of these energy saving measures, especially with the increase in funding, businesses can take steps to offset inevitable increases in energy costs.”

The funding for these programs is limited and available on a first-come first-served basis.  To receive a free energy survey and to take advantage of the energy saving programs, business owners may contact the Small Business Energy Alliance at (800) 881-SBEA.

The SBEA program is funded by California ratepayers under the auspices of the California Public Utilities Commission.
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